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A Mother’s Life on Death Row — Her Baby Knows Only Prison Walls 

In Iran, a young mother, Nasimeh Eslam-Zahi, lives each day under the threat of execution. Arrested while pregnant 

in September 2023, Nasimeh gave birth to her daughter Tasnim inside prison. Both have endured horrific and 

inhumane conditions since. Her older daughter, Aisha, was just 18 months old when she was arrested with her 

mother — only to be later forcibly separated from her. 

Nasimeh and her husband, Arsalan Shekhi, members of Iran’s ethnic minority communities of Balouchestan and 

Kurdistan, have now been sentenced to death on fabricated charges of “Moharebeh” — “waging war against God.” 

A Widening Crackdown Amid Global Silence 

Their story is not unique. Women’s rights defenders Vrishe Moradi, Pakhshan Azizi, and labor activist Sharifeh 

Mohammadi also face imminent execution. Following a brief conflict between Iran and Israel in June 2025, the 

regime has intensified repression, using global distraction to target civilians — especially minorities — under false 

accusations of “collaboration with Israel,” a charge that carries the death penalty. 
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According to Amnesty International, more than 1,000 prisoners have been executed in 2025 alone, the highest 

number in over 15 years. Many more remain unreported, as families are silenced by threats. 

Why the world’s silence matters 

When governments and major media fall quiet, authoritarian regimes see permission. When sanctions, diplomatic 

pressure, and public outcry are absent, state violence escalates. The silence around these executions is not neutral 

— it is enabling. 

What we must do — now 

Nasimeh’s story strips us of the luxury of detachment. Behind every statistic is a child who needs a mother, a family 

ripped apart, a life that could be saved by global attention and pressure. If we care about human dignity, now is the 

time to speak, to demand, and to act. 

Break the silence. Speak their names. Hold the world to account. 
#FreeNasimeh #StopExecutionsInIran #WomanLifeFreedom 

 
 

Inside Iran's Prisons: The "Tuesdays - No to Execution" Uprising 

 

 
 
A powerful and desperate act of resistance is spreading across Iran's prison system. It’s called “Tuesdays - No to 

Execution,” a coordinated, prisoner-led weekly campaign demanding an end to the state's soaring use of the death 

penalty. 

What started as a grassroots effort has evolved into a nationwide movement, uniting thousands of inmates in one 

of the most significant organized protests to ever come from behind prison walls in Iran. As of late October 2025, 

the campaign has marked its 92nd consecutive week, demonstrating an unwavering, long-term resolve from inside 

the country's most notorious prisons. 
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Why It Matters: The "Tuesdays - No to Execution" campaign represents a profound shift—a unified front where 

prisoners facing imminent death are refusing to be silent. They are risking everything to challenge the state's 

ultimate tool of control, turning prison cells into centres of organized resistance.  

From Cells to Streets — A Shared Struggle: The echoes of “No to Execution” now travel far beyond prison walls. 

Families of the condemned, human rights defenders, and ordinary citizens have joined forces, transforming a cry of 

grief into a nationwide movement for justice, freedom, and humanity. 

The World Must Listen 

The 92nd week of this campaign is not just a milestone — it is a message: 

Despite fear and oppression, Iranians continue to resist state violence through acts of courage and solidarity. 

 

Zeynab Jalalian: 18 Years of Imprisonment Without Medical Care in Iran 
 

 
 
Zeynab Jalalian, the only female political prisoner in Iran serving a life sentence, has entered her 18th year in prison. 

She is held in Yazd Central Prison under harsh conditions, denied proper medical treatment and the legal right to be 

separated from prisoners convicted of violent crimes. 

Arrested in 2007, she was initially sentenced to death for “Moharebeh” (waging war against God), later commuted 

to life imprisonment. Throughout her detention, she has been tortured, moved between multiple prisons, and 

denied visits, lawyers, and medical furlough. Despite years of suffering, Jalalian continues to defend her belief in 

freedom and equality, refusing to renounce her political views. 
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Severe Health Decline and Medical Neglect 

Jalalian suffers from eye disease, kidney, and digestive problems, yet authorities refuse regular medical care. In 

September 2025, she underwent surgery but was returned to prison just two days later — still shackled, without 

post-operative care. Her health is now critically deteriorating. 

A Call for Action 

CFPPI demands her immediate access to medical care and release after 18 years of unjust imprisonment. Zeynab 

Jalalian’s case highlights the systematic cruelty against political prisoners in Iran. 

 
 

Iran Sentences Two French Citizens to 63 Years in Prison _ Political Hostage Fears 

Rise 
 

Iran’s Tehran Revolutionary Court has sentenced two French citizens to a combined 63 years in prison on charges of 

espionage, collusion against national security, and aiding Israeli intelligence. 

• Defendant 1: 6 years for espionage, 5 years for collusion, 20 years in exile for aiding Israel. 

• Defendant 2: 10 years for espionage, 5 years for collusion, 17 years for aiding Israel. 

Background and Concerns 

• Both were arrested in March 2023. 

• Trial details, evidence, and legal proceedings have not been disclosed. 

• Human rights activists warn the case is politically motivated, part of Iran’s pattern of detaining foreign 

nationals as leverage in international relations. 

• The case intensifies diplomatic tensions between Tehran and Paris. 

CFPPI calls for international pressure 

The Campaign to Free Political Prisoners in Iran (CFPPI) condemns the continued use of human lives as bargaining 

tools and urges global governments to hold the regime in Iran accountable for violating basic principles of justice 

and human rights. 

 

Be Their Voice 
 
   Every voice matters — and yours can make a difference. Join us in amplifying the cries for freedom echoing from 
Iran’s prisons. Invite us to speak at your community, workplace, or event and help shed light on the silenced. 
Together, we can turn awareness into action — and silence into justice.  
If you would like to support, please check our website and  Take Action 

Join our social media. Contact us: 
 

https://cfppi.org/take-action-2/
http://www.bit.ly/40hpOMd
http://www.bit.ly/3WlCv7t
http://www.bit.ly/3DUh5Ip
http://www.t.me/CFPPIIran
http://www.bit.ly/3BXsgj1
http://www.cfppi.org

