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11th March, 2022

Defend three female Iranian activists

The National Shop Stewards Network (NSSN) calls for the immediate unconditional release from prison of the
Iranian writer and activist Sepideh Qoliyan and no recall to prison of the trade unionists Nasrin Javadi and
Nahid Khodajou.

Sepideh Qoliyan was arrested, alongside Esmail Bakhshi and a number of other workers’ leaders, in November
2018 when she was reporting on and supporting the long, ongoing struggle of workers at the Haft Tappeh
Sugarcane Agro Industrial Company. These workers were battling over wage and payment issues and for the
renationalisation of the privatised company under workers’ control. While now the company has been
renationalised workers are still struggling to establish workers’ control over the company’s functioning.

Since then she has been in and out of prison. Currently it is reported that she has caught Covid but the regime
refuses to move her to a hospital.

Ms. Nasrin Javadi, a member of Free Trade Union of Iranian Workers and a retired medical equipment worker,
was arrested on the May 1st 2019 at a protest outside the Parliament and sentenced to 7 years imprisonment
and 74 lashes. At present she is free, but the regime wants to send the 64 years old Nasrin Javadi back to
prison.

Ms. Nahid Khodajou is retired worker and leadership member of Free Trade Union of Iranian Workers. She was
also arrested at the May 1st 2019 protest outside the Parliament in protest. After 33 days of imprisonment she
was free after a bail payment. Later she was sentenced to six years in prison and 74 lashes and now, like with
Nasrin, the regime wants to send her back to prison.

We request that urgent messages be sent to the Iranian Embassy, iranemb.lon@mfa.gov.ir, demanding Sepideh
Qoliyan’s release from jail and that neither Nasrin Javadi nor Nahid Khodajou are returned to prison.

Copies of protests should be sent to:
Free Trade Union of Iranian Workers: etehadyeh.azad@gmail.com
Haft Tappeh workers union: syndica.haft.tapeh@gmail.com

The Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company: vsyndica@gmail.com and Telegram:
@vahedsyndica.

Rob Williams,
NSSN Chair

The NSSN is supported by the following national trade unions
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